
 Why do Christians celebrate Easter?  Banksy: Spring 2 
Key 
vocabulary 

Explanation/ definition Key Knowledge 

Trust  To believe in and rely on someone or something.  Trust and forgiveness are key Christian values. 

 The incidents of betrayal and trust in the Easter story 
are significant to the outcome. 

 The events of Holy Week and Easter are key to 
understanding what Jesus came to earth to do – God’s 
salvation plan 

 Christians believe that they can trust Jesus. 

      
Trust                                     Forgiveness                         Judas’ betrayal of Jesus 
 

Betrayal  
 

To disappoint the hopes or expectation of; be disloyal to: to betray one’s 
friends. 

Betray  
 

To do something that harms (someone who trusts you), such as helping 
his or her enemies 

Forgiveness  The act of forgiving; state of being forgiven. 

Judas  The apostle (disciple) who betrayed Jesus. 

Loyalty  The quality or state of being true and constant in support of someone or 
something 

Peter  The apostle (disciple) who denied knowing Jesus after he was arrested. 

Gethsemane  The garden between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives where 
Jesus went with his disciples after the Last Supper and prayed. 

Jerusalem  A holy city for Jews, Christians and Muslims; the capital of the ancient 
kingdom of Judah and the modern state of Israel.  

Key 
vocabulary 

Explanation/ definition Key Knowledge 

Gospel Good news. Jesus’ life embodied what it is like to o=be one of the people 
of God, what it means to live in relationship with God.  

 Christians see Holy Week as the culmination of Jesus’ 
earthly life, leading to his death and resurrection. 

 The various events of Holy Week, such as the Last 
Supper, were important in showing the disciples what 
Jesus came to earth to do.  

 Christians today trust that Jesus really did rise from 
the dead, and so is still alive today.  

 Christians remember and celebrate Jesus’ last week, 
death and resurrection.  

  

Incarnation Jesus is God in the flesh, and that, in Jesus, God came to live among 
humans.  

Creation 
 

The universe and human life are God’s good creation. Humans are made 
in the image of God.  

Fall A separation between God and humans. 

Salvation Jesus’ death and resurrection offer the rescue or salvation of humans. 
Through Jesus, sin is dealt with, forgiveness offered and the relationship 
between God and humans is restored.  



Holy Week the week before Easter Sunday, when Christians remember the events 
leading up to the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

                        
         Palm Sunday                            Good Friday                          Easter Sunday  
 

Key 
vocabulary 
 

Explanation/ definition  

Key Knowledge 

Victory  The winning of a battle or contest. 
 

 Christians believe that Christ’s resurrection is a victory over death 
and talk about it with understanding. 

 Christians believe that the death and resurrection of Jesus restored 
the relationship between God and people. 

 The Easter story is at the very heart of Christian belief. 
 

              
     Jesus’ resurrection                        The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe: 
                                                               Aslan sacrifices his life for Edmund 
 
 
 

Triumph  Happiness caused by victory or success.  
 

Resurrection  Rising again especially from the dead. 

Sacrifice  Giving up of something valuable or important to help 
someone or something else. 

Salvation  Fact or state of being saved from harm or the 
consequences of sin. 
 

Redeemer  A person who redeems someone or something. 
 

Redeems   To free from sin. 

 



Key 
vocabulary 
 

Explanation/ definition  

Key Knowledge 

Messiah  The promised deliverer of the Jewish nation prophesied in 
the Hebrew Bible. 
Jesus is regarded by Christians as the Messiah of the 
Hebrew prophecies and the saviour humankind. 

 Jesus is given a variety of names to describe his character and purpose. 

 There is a strong connection between Christmas and Easter and the 
concepts of incarnation and salvation. 

 Christian believe Jesus was/is the Messiah and what it means. 
 

                 
Jesus the Messiah/Prince of Peace                            Jesus’ Resurrection  
 

Prince of 
Peace 

A title given to Jesus Christ. 

Saviour   A person who saves someone from danger or 
difficulty. 

 In Christianity God or Jesus Christ as the 
redeemer of sin and saver of souls. 

Resurrection   
 

 Rising again especially from the dead. 

 The Resurrection: the coming back to life of Jesus 
Christ three days after he had been killed. 

Redeemer  A person who redeems someone or something. 
 

Redeem 
 

 To buy or pay off. 

 To reinstate oneself in someone’s good opinion. 
 

Servant   A person employed by another, to perform 
domestic duties or as a personal attendant. 

 In the Bible it sometimes denotes a person who 
voluntarily dedicates themselves to the service of 
another. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


